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Introduction 
 
Family Care Associates Ltd is proud of the achievements of the children that we educate or 
whose education we promote. Whilst the ‘outcomes’ established by government do not 
adequately always reflect the achievements of children coming into our service, after 
months or on some occasions years of not attending school they are at least an indication of 
the education service that we provide. The following data is offered as evidence to support 
our claim that we afford an extremely high priority to the children and young people for 
whom we care. 
 
Over the past twelve months statistical information has been gathered to demonstrate the 
achievements of young people placed with families@familycare  (fostering service) who 
attend mainstream school and young people placed residentially with Family Care 
Associates attending Access School (Family Care Associates DfCSF, Department for 
children, schools and families, registered school) or other mainstream provision.  
 
These outcomes are linked directly to government targets for children in care. 
 
Research has consistently and particularly so in the past five years, shown that ‘looked 
after’ young people fail significantly to match the educational achievements of their peers. 
Central Government has set the improvement of educational outcomes as high priority for 
this group of young people.  
 
Young people who are ‘looked after’ are statistically more likely to be in receipt of a 
Statement of Educational Need (SEN) which can impact on academic results. They are also 
more likely to be excluded from school and be non school attenders. 
 
The following outcomes demonstrate the achievements of young people placed with Family 
Care Associates and families@familycare  during the academic year 2006/2007. This report 
is published annually. 
 
families@familycare  
 
At the start of the academic year 2006/7 13 young people were placed with foster carers 
attending mainstream schools/college. One young person had left school in 2006, was 
pregnant and was not included for statistical purposes. 
 
KS2 5 young people, gender 5 male 
1 Yr 3, 1 Yr 5, 3 Yr 6  
  
KS3 6 young people, gender 4 male, 2 female 
3 Yr 7(2m, 1f), 3 Yr 9 (2m, 1f) 
 
KS4 1 young person, gender male 
1 Yr 11 
Yr 14 1 young person, gender male  
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During the year two male siblings 1 Yr 7 and 1 Yr 5 left our service fostered by a different 
agency receiving education elsewhere. At the end of June 2007, one Yr 6 pupil returned to 
the parental home (statistics included) and one Yr 14 pupil left for independent living. 
 
Of the young people six were eligible for national testing at SAT’s and 1 at GCSE. 
Five young people had Statements of Educational Need and four were at School Action 
Plus (SchAP). Therefore 70% of the cohort were on the Special Needs Register at the start 
of the year and 80% at the year end. This is significant given that research has shown that 
there is a disproportional number of young people in care with special needs as against the 
general population and this confirm’s that view. 
 
Attendance 
 
While there are no national figures for attendance of ‘looked after’ young people at school, 
as a group they tend to fall more into the category of the ‘non-attender’ or ‘poor attender’. 
The government class persistent absenteeism as more than 20% absence or less than 80% 
attendance. 
 
The latest published government figures for secondary school absence 2005/2006 identified 
that 21% of pupils at SchAP, were likely to be persistent absentees and as statistically 
‘looked after’ young people are more likely to have a Statement or be on the Special Needs 
Register (consider our cohort 70%) this would suggest that of our cohort we should expect 
to find some persistent absentees. 
 
The overall absence figure for all secondary schools from the published figures was 8.24% 
or to put it another way, attendance at 91.76%. 
 
Attendance figures for all young people ‘looked after’ by ourselves were collated for each 
term and an overall figure for the year obtained. The overall figure is the most significant but 
by collating termly figures it enables the service to monitor any significant changes which 
may then need intervention.  
 
The lowest termly absence figure, relating to one young person, was 80.5% which is slightly 
higher than the governments figure for persistent absenteeism. This would have been of 
concern save that we successfully introduced him back into the pattern of attending school 
and he moved to achieve attendance figures of 97.2% and 98.4% for the other two terms 
giving an overall figure of 92.4% - above average attendance for pupils.  
 
The lowest overall absence figure was 84% which is explained by the fact that the young 
person started the school 4.4 (four point four) weeks into the school term which the school 
included as absences.  Up until the final week of the summer term when the young person 
was given a fixed term five day exclusion, attendance had been 100%.  
 
While a number of pupils gained 100% attendance in various terms during the year no pupil 
managed an overall 100%. The highest attendance for a pupil was 99.6% and across the 10 
pupils in placement at the end of the academic year the average attendance figure was 
95.2%, therefore average absence of 4.8%, well above the national figures.  
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In terms of attendance outcomes individuals and the cohort exceeded those nationally 
expected figures. For some this is exceptional as previously they have been school phobic 
or had very disrupted experiences. If young people are regularly attending school it would 
be expected that they are then involved and achieving at levels commensurate with their 
age, aptitude and ability. 
 
Academic Achievement 
 
The government has set targets for young people at the end of each Key Stage and these 
are a base line indicator for progress through the education system. The expectation is that 
young people complete their statutory education with five passes at grades A-C at GCSE.  
 
In our small cohort of young people, how have those young people eligible for testing at 
GCSE, KS3 and KS2 faired against the national norms? 
 
GCSE 
 
At the end of the academic year there was one young person who was eligible to take 
GCSE©s and he achieved 15 passes at grades A-C. This included 4 A’s, 10 B’s and 1 C. 
Included in these results is a GNVQ B pass in IT, which has the equivalent of 5 GCSE 
passes plus a double award in Science and Leisure and Tourism, he still managed to pass 
all subjects taken, 9 in all, at level A-C.  
 
These results far exceed those expectations for the national cohort as a whole and 
especially LAC where government targets expected only 15% of young people to gain 5 A-C 
in 2006. 
 
This young person started at Access School and was the first young person to take KS2 
SAT’s before moving to mainstream school. Results at this stage were broadly in line with 
national norms two level 4’s and a level 3 and his achievements demonstrate the continued 
progress through the secondary phase. He was also the first young person to be fostered by 
families@familycare  and in this confirms the NFER research findings that “higher 
performance seemed to be associated with the longest ©latest periods in care© which were, 
assumed the stable foster placement.” 
 
With regard to KS3, three young people were eligible to take the national tests however, 
one young person had repeated Yr 6 within mainstream school on leaving Access and is 
due to be entered in 2007/2008. He has a Statement of Need and is currently working at 
levels which would indicate results at level 4 in Maths and English and above in Science. 
His current level would be lower than nationally expected but given that he maintains 
progress he should gain the above expectations which if maintained through Yr 10/11 would 
see him gain GCSE passes within the expected targets for LAC. 
 
Of the other young people, one was educated within the Welsh System where KS3 testing 
has been scrapped however, she gained the following levels in Maths, English and Science 
respectively x, x, x. (awaiting results) This young person has returned to residential care 
within her own authority and it would be interesting to see if she maintains the progress to 
GCSE level. 
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The final young person gained level 5 in Maths, 5 in English and 6 in Science which is 
broadly in line with expectations for his age and should, if progress is maintained, see him 
achieve at A-C level at GCSE.  
 
What is important for these young people is that there is stability in their care placement 
during Yr 10/11 as indicated by the NFER research findings. However, in one case already, 
this continuity has been broken and the young person at the time of writing is still without a 
school so making it very difficult for achievement in line with expectations. 
 
At KS2 another 3 young people were eligible for testing and their results range from above 
average to below the expectations at this stage. Two young people were on the Special 
Needs register at SchAP and statemented. Of the two, one was not entered for tests in 
English and Maths working below the levels at 1 and 2 respectively however gaining a Level 
3 in Science, this young person was at SchAP.  
 
The other young person had again transferred from Access School and gained straight 3’s 
across the core subjects. This was a huge achievement for a young person who was school 
phobic at a very early age and if progress and stability can be maintained he should be able 
to meet national expectations during the secondary phase. 
 
The other young person gained straight 5’s in the core subjects above the national 
expectation of level 4 and again this indicates that with stability and maintaining progress 
that he should achieve a high level at GCSE. 
 
For the cohort eligible for national testing, overall the young people are generally matching 
expected levels or exceeding them. In those instances where this is not the case, the young 
people have identified special needs and are achieving at their aptitude and ability. 
 
Of the other young people at different year groups within their Key Stage, reported levels 
indicate that they are achieving broadly in line with expectations or exceeding the levels. 
 
The one young person who left for independent living has gained entrance to a local 
university to continue study which exceeds the national expectation for young people 
leaving care. 
 
Overall the majority of young people are achieving academically and achievement is 
associated with stability. With continued positive attendance figures young people should 
continue to maintain progress and this will be monitored during 2007/2008. 
 
Other Indicators 
 
Exclusions 
 
Young people within the care system are statistically more likely to be excluded than other 
young people. Out of the cohort at the year end, three young people had received fixed term 
exclusions, one for one day, another (as already indicated) for the last five days of the term 
and the third a number of fixed term exclusions throughout year 11. Of the cohort that is 
30% with an exclusion more importantly 70% without! 
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Extra Curricula 
 
Outside of the curriculum what other indicators are there to indicate that our young people 
are achieving? These are not set national expectations but demonstrate that young people 
are involved in school beyond academic study. 
 
Of the reported extra curricula activities, one young person was involved in the area final of 
the JCB Knex Challenge and also represented the school at rounders and athletics.  
Another is involved in the school’s gardening and football clubs while another is involved in 
computer club for girls and gym club.  
 
One young person has helped in school productions by being involved in the school’s 
lighting department and has been involved in the school’s radio broadcast. These are 
indicative of young people wanting to be involved and achieving beyond the set curriculum. 
This is an area for further evidence to be collated over the next twelve months. 
 
Young people within families@familycare  are achieving outcomes that are both nationally 
recognised and assist in their overall growth as they move towards independence. The 
stability of placement is paramount to this continued progress both academically and 
socially so that the young people maximise their potential. 
 
By continuing to monitor these outcomes over time and include others which assist in young 
people meeting the aims of the Every Child Matters Agenda e.g. access to Connexions 
service, work experience etc, the service can ensure that all young people placed are in a 
position to move forward positively with their lives. 
 
 
Steve Ellis 
Head of Education 
 
26/09/07 


